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1. Overall Description:

As a new sub state of the RRC-CONNECTED state known as RRC LIGHT CONNECTED (also referred to as LC state) is proposed to be added to the system, we need to consider whether it may introduce some impact to the ability of the network to control access to its resources as in the case of the currently prevalent power saving state (ECM-IDLE).

RAN2 has decided to not support ACB in RRC LIGHT CONNECTED state in LTE, but for the 5G system RRC CONNECTED INACTIVE the contrary is happening. 

See for instance this RAN2 incoming LS to SA1#78

	R2-1702441
	LS on Access Control for NR


This is inconsistent.
For instance in 36300_CR0976_(Rel-14)_R2-1702424.doc distributed on RAN reflector as technically endorsed RAN2 rel-14 CR, it is stated:

“Access Barring for transition from RRC_CONNECTED with a light RRC connection to RRC_CONNECTED is not supported (except SSAC);”

And also 36331_CR2648_(REL-14)_R2-1702421.doc excludes the LC sub-state from execution of ACB steps.

From this we can extrapolate RAN thinks that AS-level ACB is not needed in LC state. However for RRC CONNECTED-INACTIVE since RAN2 is starting a dialogue with SA1 and other WGs on support of Access Control, this is contradicting the stance on LC stance. It should be noted SSAC and ACB serve different purposes altogether.

If the LC sub-state became successful and prevalent, most of the UEs may never be in ECM-IDLE in the future, while still exchanging signalling with the RAN. 

Therefore, we believe there is a need to now assign to a LC- level ACB the role that currently is covered by the RRC-IDLE level ACB. Similar considerations may apply to Extended Access Barring.

2. Actions:

To SA1, RAN2 group.

ACTION: 
SA2 asks SA1 and RAN2 to consider the above information and to confirm our understanding that if sub-states of the RRC-CONNECTED are introduced to support inactive UEs in the system, the UEs should still be subject to ACB and other Access control methods which are currently used when the UE is in RRC-IDLE state. 
3. Date of Next TSG-SA WG2 Meetings:

	May 2017

	TITLE
	TYPE
	DATES
	LOCATION
	CTRY
	

	

 3GPPSA2#121
	OR
	15 - 19 May 2017   
	Hangzhou 
	CN 
	

	Jun 2017

	TITLE
	TYPE
	DATES
	LOCATION
	CTRY
	

	

 3GPPSA2#122
	OR
	26 - 30 Jun 2017   
	San Jose Del Cabo 
	MX 
	


